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8.01: Dracula
Subject- Specific Vocabulary Character and Tone Vocabulary

26 supernatural (a d j) beyond  scient ific exp la na t ion or hum a n logic

27
The ‘New 
Woman’

a  fem inist  idea l t ha t  beca m e popula r in t he  la t e  19th century 
a nd  influenced  fem inism  in t he  20th century 

28 gender
(n) socia lly const ruct ed  percep t ions of how m en a nd  wom en 
a re  expect ed  to  beha ve

29 patriarchal
(a d j) a  socie ty, fa m ily or syst em  in which m en ha ve a ll or m ost  
of t he  power a nd  im port a nce

17 ominous (a d j) giving a  sense  t ha t  som ething ba d  is going to  ha ppen

18 grotesque
(a d j) repulsively ugly or d istort ed , especia lly in a  com ica l or 
fright ening wa y

19 macabre
(a d j) d isturbing beca use of a n a ssocia t ion with dea th or 
ca using a  fea r of dea th

20 foreboding (n) a  feeling tha t  som ething ba d  will ha ppen

21 insidious
(a d j) som ething da ngerous or unp lea sa nt  t ha t  gra dua lly a nd  
secret ly ca uses ha rm

22 malignant (a d j) evil in na ture

23 possessed
(a d j) com plet e ly cont rolled  by som ething (such a s a n evil 
sp irit )

24 redemption (n) t he  a ct  of being sa ved  from  sin or evil

25 prodigious (a d j) unna tura l or ext rem e in ext ent  or size

Thematic Vocabulary

Academic Vocabulary

30 archetype
(n) a  perfect  or t yp ica l exa m ple  of a  pa rt icula r kind  of person 
or t hing tha t  ha s a ll of t heir, or it s, m ost  im port a nt  
cha ra ct erist ics

1 Gothic fiction
(n) a  genre  of lit era ture  t ha t  is cha ra ct erised  by them es of 
m yst ery, t error, gloom  a nd  rom a nce

2 epistolary (a d j) writ t en a s a  series of le t t ers

3 uÇÅÅÇás á{ÇÅ
(n) an idea or feeling created by a word that adds to its 
literal meaning

4 antagonist (n) the character who opposes the protagonist

5 dramatic irony
(np) when the audience is aware of the importance of a 
character’s words or actions, but the character is not

6
conjunctive 
adverbial

adverbs of one or more words that act as conjunctions, 
linking sentences or clauses 

7 semantic field
(n) a group of words or phrases that are connected by topic 
or meaning

8 participle phrase
a modifying phrase that uses the participle form of a verb   
(- ing or –ed) to describe a noun

9 simile
(n) a literary method in which a writer describes a person or 
thing as being similar to  someone or something else

10 metaphor
(n) a comparison in which a person, object or action is used 
to represent or symbolise another person, object or action 

11 extended metaphor
(n) a metaphor that unfolds across multiple lines or even 
paragraphs of a text

12 foreshadowing
(n) when the writer gives advance hints of what is to come 
later in the story

13 cliffhanger
(n) a moment of suspense when characters are left in a 
difficult situation without offering any resolution

14 allusion (n) an expression that refers to another person or thing

15 juxtaposition
(n) two things placed closely together for a contrasting 
effect

16 symbolism
(n) when a writer takes an action, object, place, person, 
animal or word and gives it a much more metaphorical 
meaning
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